CAST IRON

by Ken Arnold of Crown Castleton Publishers

8.
INTRODUCTION

With the advent of he Industrial
Rewolution in Britain grea
manufacturing centes were esteblished
which enabed a revdution in the
tedhnique of making things. New
production methods aff orded artistsand
dedgners acharceto produce iron
casting which afforded awhole new
industry.

Although a dharcod furnace had been
in exigence from 188 at Codbrookdsle,
Shropshire, England it was not until
AbrahamDarby movel therein 1709
thatit was alopted to smeltiron oe
with coke. This snall furnae was the
beginning d the castiion industry. Not
al cod was satsfactay hence it was
replacal by charcod

By the 18thcentury cast ira was
popukr which saw the geam ergine
employed for the greater eduction of ore
producing a moe manageabé malten
slag This gave the invenors and
designers a wider scope b produce iems
As aresult new roadsaind carels were
estalli shed to transport cael to the
manufacturing centres whid in turn
resuled in greaer effici ency and
ecoromy.

By the tumn of the century an
increasing proportion of the population
were enjoying a higher standad of
living. The higher social staus enployed
servants which commanded tat the
simple divisions of the fanily home now
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Curved
fencer
$160-$220.

required rather more @mplexroons.
Cadlings were lowered, rooms plagered
or panelled with the large @en teath
fire daces giing way tosmdler hearths
and grates vhich inturn sawmore
chimneys and flues.It was prdoably a
quirk of fate as dry wood was rapidly
dwindliing tosuch astae that aly cod
was awailable © hea the house.lt was

at this time that we sawv the demise of

the andirons (firedogs). They were
replaced with a grate wihin the hearth
however this prodiced volumes ofsmoke
making life ratherunpleasant. Fireplaces
becane even smdler but this did not
reduce te snoke probem. All typesof
ducting systems were avised urtil the
stovewas inventd.

In an atemptto control and
concentrate tle draugtt the basket grate
washbuilt into the fireplace. These dd
little to enhance the beauty of the room
sothey wee soo repgaced by the hob
grate, which allowed for the casiron
ketle a sauepan to ke sa on aswivel
plate. These glatescomnsumed cod and
wood rgpidly because here was no
draught contiol. Smoke wasstill a
problem but it could be contolled by a
fluein the chimney which drew te
smoke away from the room. Many of the
larger residences maintined a karge
firedace inwhich afire back ould be
installed. Although fairly plain, from
1830-60 they gradually became orrate.

With the radiel improvemertsin
castng tetniques there wasnoway in
which the heating experts could prevent
the inevitable loss ofhea through

Double handled pt, $5-$45.

Cast iron hoiler, 13 sizesto 14 gallons
$35-$80.

Iron, Isaac
Wilkinsontype
design $60-$150.

absorption by the Hack cast iron. Whilst
it would have greatly shortened hetime
required to boil the kettle a heat he
saucepan the casiron firebacks must
havedirected muchwarted heatup the
chimnrey.

Although most grateshad small bas
to preven cods and ah from faling out,
a aurb or fender was dsonecessay to
prevent damage to he capet Curbs
should not be coifused with afender.
The latte were supplied with or without
a bag whereasa cub had no lse.
These wee made inavariety of syles
and dedgns.

Chimreyflue fromstove #5-$25.
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Tallow pan for melng cande wax

Prior to the flat bottomedeating pos
most cooking was done in round
bottomed threlegged caudrons which
could be sat in the coals suspended
a crane over taflames But as the
fireplace became smallit was
necessary to get more patto a smaller
area, hence flat bottomeeuices, which
could be sat in the cambr on the hobs
were invented

As the population cEngland was
gradually movig into the bwns tre
social areas began to a#oap. As aresult
housesvolved accordingl. These urban
dwellings now becamé¢sller houses with
the kitchen often in theasement This
did not cutail the movement of
callers. Many of thes terraced houses
often hadan area proviced outside the
basement kitchen window low air
and light to filte into the room. To
prevent the passing trafffcom falling
into this aea acast iron fene was
essential.

On reaching thfrontdoor acéeller
was confrontd with an ary of cast iron
objects

To prevent one from damayg their
knuckles on the solid wooden do acast
iron door knockr was irstalled. A most
impressve range of knockers was offered
to decorate the Victorian or Edwardian
door, mostly produed by Archibald
Kenrick, established 179Although it
has not ben confirmed it ighought tha
there was litle competition to théfirm
as Bw knockers were marke@hese sold
from five to fifteen gnce(4-13 @nts)

Minerva work/the Lady Help Knife
cleaner rare items $150 plus.

Boot sraper$70-$100.

even in B40. Astheseknockes wae
portable nany redgdents ok themfrom
houwse to hose a discaded them in
favour of the lagstdesgns. Somre d the
patterns weare likely to seinclude
lions head, cherubs heads, annukts o
simple patems It wasnot unil they
were readily accepted that the nore
fashionéble bolder cesgns d animals,
birds, flowers, grapes horseshoes a the
familiar ovals and drcles wee marketed.

With the edvent of the peny post
1840 ty Rowland Hill door knockers
became incporaed with the letter box
plate Theseplates wee usually fairly
flat, howeve someare ornae.

No front doorwascomplete withort a
cast iron door knobThese 19th century
knobs were wsually situated in the centre
of the door Theseimmediately beame
popular asedgdents no longer hado
pull the doorshut by the krocker or
spring loaded étterplate, often with
devastating danmage b the fmgers. These
knobs canein a range d sizesand
dedgns.

Before enering the hoise onewould
have to removeall the mud grime and
other undesirable mateaial from their
footware as most of the roads and tre
unsanitary condtions left much to be
desired. The foot scrajer was certainly
an essertial item so that tre rubbish
would not be depotad onthe capets or
polished floor board. There were three
types of scragrs: Those vhich were
fitted into a recssin the wall were na
practical & the shoe could cath on the

Cast iron tearth $3C-$60.

Corncabber $12(-$200.

wall thus <ratching the leather while at
the kg of times not cleaning the sk

propery.

Those which fitted into the stone
pavement were much btter as the shoe
could ke cleaned without any hassels

The portake scraper and pe. This
popular scraper cagin a rang of
despns however they met thér demis
when the road and sanitary conditions
improved afterthe turn of the century.
With the introduction of the motor car,
saapers almost became a thing of the
pag at the front door. However they
were stll employed at the back door to
removethe mud after a visit to the
outhousedothesline or vegetable
garden By the 194G these scrapers had
been replaced vith coiled or coconut
mats

No pasace would be complete \thout
adoor porter. Ranging in size and
design thesecast iron door stops have
beenseen in animals, national heroes,
unicorns Punch and Judyirds as well
asthe usual intricate designshose who
could not afford a door porter were
content to e a house brick wrapped in
a cloth a flat iron or a piece of cast iron

With the advent ofemi detachec
dwellings andelectricity the new fancy
chromium plated steel door adornnte
coud jazz up the appearamof the
howse. Soon the four panel door was
fitted with shiny letter plates, press bell
and comination lock However the cast
iron labour saving devices within the
house stood the test of tmntil recent
times when thg gave way to all electric
or gas kitchen. It is still pasible to meet
people who rely on their trusty cast iron
wares and although cast iron ware is
almost a thing of our pa# is still
possible to purchase new items in this
media.

This very important part of our soci
and domestic history is all but passed in
a time when our technological changes
are rapidy acceleating

Next montt: Manufacturers anc
Australie's First Srelter, plus tle Care of
Cast Iron
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